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Square is the beginning 

of the end of the tech 

bubble – Sam Hamadeh

Traction that used to take 12 

months is now happening in 

12 weeks – Anand Daniel

No bubble yet, but indiscipline will 

hurt startups – Padmasree Warrior 

Indian start ups are global 

in nature – Emily Hubbell

What already sounds 

horrible will go on to be 

terrible – Sam Hamadeh

Steroid era of Start Ups 

is over – Keith Rabois









FACTS IN NUMBERS

STATISTICS IN LAST THREE MONTHS

MONTH NO. AMT($M) RANGE

AUG 97 1072 100K – 500M

SEPT 98 760 100K – 680M

OCT 103 254 77K – 50M

VALUATIONS

• THERE WERE 39 UNICORNS IN NOV’13, NOW 

82 IN US & 125 GLOBALLY.

• COMBINED VALUATION OF US UNICORNS ~ 

$486 B

• UBER - $51B = 4XM&S

• AIRBNB - $25.5B

• SNAPCHAT - $16B



SOME MORE FACTS

• FIDELITY WROTE DOWN THEIR INVESTMENT IN SNAPCHAT BY 25% (VALUATION $16B) & 

DROPBOX BY 31% (VALUATION IN 2014 $10B)

• TWITTER IPO PRICE $26 IN NOV’13; $69 IN JAN’14 AND $26 IN NOV’15

• OYOROOMS VALUATION HAS GONE FROM $2M IN JUL’14 TO $400M IN JUL’15

• SQUARE WAS VALUED $6 B LAST YEAR, POST IPO THIS WEEK, ITS VALUATION IS $2.9 B

• HSBC JOINS ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND & MORGAN STANLEY IN SHUTTING PRIVATE 

BANKING IN INDIA DOWN

Print  HSBC joins global peers in shutting down its Indian priv.pdf


DEFINING START UP

• ITS ALL ABOUT CULTURE FOCUSED ON GROWTH, SPEED, 

AGILITY & FRUGALITY.

• NOBODY GIVES A DAMN ABOUT THE IDEA, HOWSOEVER 

NOBLE IT IS.

• EXECUTION EXCELLENCE IS ALL THAT MATTERS.

• SUSTAINABILITY COMES FROM PROFIT, NOT VALUATION.

• "YOUR GOAL SHOULDN’T BE TO BUY PLAYERS, YOUR 

GOAL SHOULD BE TO BUY WINS.“ – MONEYBALL

Ferrari F1 Pit Stop Perfection.mp4
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1210166/quotes?qt1618848


MYTHS & REALITIES

• STATE OF BUSINESS

• EXCELLENT IDEA

• BE THE FIRST

• INVENT NOW

• CAN’T MAKE MONEY TILL YOU 

ARE BIG

• HURRY & WORRY

• STATE OF MINDSET

• EXCELLENT EXECUTION

• BE THE BEST

• INNOVATE CONTINUOUSLY & 

CONTINUALLY

• CAN’T BECOME BIG TILL YOU 

MAKE MONEY

• PREPARE TO PROCEED



CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES

• TIMELY HANDHOLDING

• CONFUSING ECOSYSTEM

• FEAR OF MISSING OUT

• BALANCING QUICK & FAR

• EFFICIENT / EFFECTIVE

• FEAR OF FAILURE

• LOCAL & GLOBAL MARKETS

• INTER-CONNECTED, INTER-

DEPENDENT FLATTER WORLD

• SERVICE IS A LUXURY FOR 

MOST

• READY MONEY, EVEREADY 

TALENT



DOS & DON’TS

• DON’T MULTIPLY BIG NUMBERS TO GET YOUR BUSINESS 

MODEL.

• DON’T SCALE / MULTIPLY TOO SOON.

• FOCUS ON EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF PROTOTYPE 

• HIRE PEOPLE WHO COMPLIMENT AND SUPPLEMENTS YOUR 

SKILL SET ON EARLY DEVELOPMENT

• BE PARANOID ABOUT SIMPLIFICATION, FIT FOR PURPOSE





TAKE AWAY

ENTREPRENEURSHIP MAKES SENSE ONLY

WHEN YOU JUST CAN’T NOT DO IT.



IT’S ALL ABOUT MINDSET
















